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weak spots in England's defences: Scotland,
which from time immemorial had broken in on
the northern frontier, and Ireland. These two
countries must be stirred up against Elizabeth,
and at the same time trouble must be made in
England itself.
Scotland, since the abdication of Mary, was
ruled by a Council under a Regent, and the boy
king was being brought up as a Protestant and
really as an opponent to his imprisoned mother.
James had a very unhappy childhood, few friends,
much lecturing from the Protestant ministers, and
too great severity from the harsh Protestant lords.
A very charming young man, Esme Stuart, a
cousin of James's murdered father, was now sent
to Scotland. He was a secret agent of the Pope,
and he was to try to win over James. He met with
great success. The lonely little boy had never
met anyone s6 kind, so gay, so attractive. He
became completely devoted to Esme. The hopes
of the Catholics rose, and Jesuit priests were
smuggled over to help to convert the little king.
The plotters hoped that Philip of Spain would
provide money. The Pope would use it to hire
Italian soldiers, and an army could be sent in
ships from Italy, through the Straits of Gibraltar,
and up to Scotland. It seems a very unpromising
plan, but it was actually put on paper in Rome and
handed to a Jesuit, Crichton, to take to the con-
spirators in Scotland. Crichton reached Holland,
and took ship in a Dutch boat bound for Leith.